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SUB J : MAJOR PROJECTS: MOTOROLA BID FOR COMMUNICATIONS 
CONTRACT IN THE IVORY COAST 

REF: A) STATE 178183; B) STATE 165883; C) ABIDJAN 6757 

1 . AMBASSADOR ACCOMPANIED BY THE DCM AND COMMERCIAL 
ATTACHE CALLED ON PTT MINISTER BANGALI JULY 21 TO DISCUSS 
MOTOROLA'S BID FOR COMMUNICATIONS CONTRACT. AMBASSADOR 
OPENED BY SAYING THAT HE HAD BEEN VERY PLEASED TO LEARN THAT 
MOTOROLA HAD BEEN SELECTED BY THE PTT TO SUPPLY MOBILE TELEPHONES 
TO THE IVORY COAST. HOWEVER, THE COMPANY HAS EXPRESSED CONCERN 
THAT THE CONTRACT HAD BEEN PLACED UNDER REVIEW. 

2. BANGALI REPLIED THE PTT HAD RECOMMENDED THAT MOTOROLA 
BE SELECTED, BUT UNFORTUNATLEY THIS INFORMATION HAD BREN 
PREMATURELY ' LEAKED' 1 . ACCORDING TO BANGALI, PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET, 
WHO IS IN EUROPE, WILL MAKE THE FINAL DECISION CONCERNING THE 
AWARDING OF THE CONTRACT AND IS CURRENTLY REVIEWING THE DOSSIER. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT MOTOROLA 
BID WOULD BE GIVEN DUE CONSIDERATION AND JUDGED ON THE 
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MERITS AND SUITABILITY OF ITS EQUIPMENT. HE SAID THA 
USG WANTED TO TAKE SERIOUSLY THE IVORIAN GOVERNMENT'S 
REPEATED ASSURANCES THAT IVORY COAST WAS NOT A "GAME 
PRESERVE" FOR FRENCH BUSINESS. U.S. BUSINESS HAD 
SUFFERED UNFORTUNATE SET-BACK LAST YEAR WHEN U.S. LOW 
BID HAD BEEN SET ASIDE ON TELEPHONE SWITCHING CONTRACT. 

U.S. FIRMS AND USG WOULD WATCH PRESENT CASE CAREFULLY. 
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4. BANGALI STATED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW WHEN THE PRESIDENT 
WOULD BE RETURNING TO ABIDJAN. THE AMBASSADOR RE- 
QUESTED THAT BANGALI INFORM THE PRESIDENT IN EUROPE OF 
HIS DEMARCHE EXPRESSING USG INTEREST AND BANGALI AGREED 
TO DO SO. 

5. COMMENT: AS WE LEARNED WHEN NORTH ELECTRIC S BID 
WAS SET ASIDE ON SEITCHING CONTRACT. TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
IS A COMPETITIVE JUNGLE. TODAY S DEMARCHE HAS REGISTERED 
OUR STRONG INTEREST IN MOTOROLA'S PROSPECTS. WE WILL 
CONTINUE TO MONITOR CASE AND TAKE FOLLOW-UP ACTION IF 
REQUIRED. 

STEARNS 
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